[The value of flow cytometry in the prognosis and treatment of head-and-neck cancers. Preliminary studies].
There is no reliable method to determine the malignancy degree of a tumour. Histology is not accurate. TNM classification is very interesting for planning surgical technique but gives little information about cancer aggressiveness. Flow-cytometry is a new technique to measure nuclear DNA quantity with great reproducibility and sensitivity. A normal cell is diploid (2N chromosome) and a tumoral one aneuploid. DNA quantitation is possible on fresh as well as on histological samples stored in formaldehyde or paraffin. Aneuploidy reflects the cancer aggressiveness. Aneuploidy is also correlated with TNM classification. Aneuploid tumors could require a more "aggressive" treatment regardless their size.